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What's Wrong
With Mormonism?
Present-day Mormonism, with its magnificent temples,
its great political influence, its immense wealth, and its ap
parent piety, seems a far cry from the illiterate young money
digger, Joseph Smith, with his "golden plates" and his
"peepstone," who, in the early part of the nineteenth century
was accepted by many as a prophet of God, and who, with
others, laid the foundations of the Mormon sect, upon which
Brigham Young built the superstructure. But beneath the
surface of impressive modern architecture and the roll of
mighty organ music lie the same unscriptural, anti-Christian
teachings upon which the Mormon Church was based or
iginally. No outward forms of respectability and culture
can wipe out the stain left upon American history by the
scandalous lives of the Mormon "founding fathers" or dis
guise the wicked views with regard to God, the Bible, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, as taught by them and their followers,
and passed on to the present generation.
Every sect has some distinguishing mark which sets it
apart from other systems. Seventh-day Adventism emphasizes
the Jewish sabbath and the imaginary "sanctuary"; Chris
tian Science denies the reality of the world, sin, and the shed
blood of the Saviour; Jehovah's Witnesses denounce the
Trinity and the deity of Christ. Mormonism alone-of Amer
ican religions-deifies sex. While this teaching and practice
characterize some Asiatic cults, Mormonism has the distinc
tion of being the one system in the United States whose god
is man, and whose worshippers may become gods.
Dr. R. G. McNiece, over twenty years a pastor in Salt
Lake City, and one well acquainted with Mormonism and
Brigham Young, declared that this sect was a "counterfeit"

-3-

in four respects: it was a counterfeit religion, or an imita
tion of Christianity; it possessed a counterfeit Bible, the
Book of Mormon; it had a counterfeit priesthood, the Mel
chizedek and Aaronic orders; and it claimed a counterfeit
group of apostles, the Mormon apostolate. To this I would
add a counterfeit god, for the exalted man-god the Mormons
worship is not the Holy God revealed in the Holy Bible by
the Holy Son through the power of the Holy Ghost.
With unlimited financial resources, for every Mormon
tithes his income, and with a fantastically-efficient organiza
tion which utilizes every member from the youngest to the
eldest, Mormonism is growing rapidly. It is a proselyting
religion, preying upon church members. It operates in the
guise of a Bible-believing denomination, whereas in reality
it holds not one truly Scriptural tenet.
Recently two Mormon elders were asked why they car
ried Bibles under their arms when they rejected what the
Bible taught. They replied quite frankly, "Oh, it is just a
means of getting our foot in the door!" Statistics show that
in 1955 the Mormons numbered 1,357,254, and that they
were increasing at the rate of 50,000 new members annually.
Here is a great, almost untouched mission field at our very
doors. The Mormons are actually sending missionaries to
the Protestants. What are we doing to lead them to Christ?
Mormonism had its beginning at the turn of the century
when our country was just awaking to its possibilities as a
great industrial and agricultural land and had its part in
the opening of the West. The name Mormon is derived
from an imaginary ancient prophet, purported to be the
father of the "Angel Moroni," who supposedly delivered the
"golden plates" to Joseph Smith. Mormon was said to be a
very early inhabitant of America. The word is now a nick
name and, while not favored by the church which bears its
name, will always designate those who accept the Book of
Mormon and follow Joseph Smith and Brigham Young.
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DIVISIONS OF THE MORMON CHURCH

The two principal divisions of the Mormons are the
branch in Salt Lake City which calls itself "The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints," and the branch in In
dependence, Missouri, officially entitled, "The Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints." The Reorgan
ized Church as such officially came into being at a conference
in Beloit, Wisconsin, in June, 1852, when all connection
with Young and other professed Mormon leaders was severed.
This group declared that the successor of Joseph Smith "must
of necessity be of the seed of Joseph Smith, Jr." In April
1860 Joseph's son and namesake was acclaimed head of the
church. Twice this church has been pronounced by the
United States courts to be the actual Mormon Church.
Quite naturally this branch is called "Josephites"; and the
branch in Salt Lake City founded by Brigham Young
"Brighamites."
In their separation from each other these two Mormon
branches are inconsistent. The Josephites, after Smith's
death, repudiated polygamy, but they revere Joseph Smith
who taught it and practiced it. Of course, they deny this
but the evidences are against them. It is true that poly
gamy is not taught in the Book of Mormon; Sidney Rigdon
saw to that. The Reorganized Church also rejects the
Adam-god teaching of the Utah branch. At the same time
it is a well-documented fact that Joseph Smith himself be
lieved and taught this doctrine. Consequently the two
branches have different versions of the Book of Mormon and
of their official creeds as outlined in "Doctrines and Cov
enants." The infamous Section 132, of which we shall have
much more to say, which appears in the Salt Lake City
version, has simply been removed by the Reorganized Branch,
although evidence is not lacking that this was Joseph's own
composition.
The Brighamites reject Smith's blasphemous "Inspired
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Version" of the Bible, published in 1865, but at the same
time accept portions of this version which are included in
their approved book, The Pearl of Great Price. This latter
book, altered to suit each group, is in good standing with
both.
With these exceptions, the teachings of the two branches
are almost identical. Both groups accept Joseph Smith as
an inspired prophet of God; both believe the Book of Mor
mon to be inspired; both believe the writings of Smith and
other leaders to be divinely authoritative; both are highly
organized with priesthoods and apostolates; both teach sal
vation by good works, baptismal regeneration, and that there
is no hell in the Bible sense-only punishment and reward
based upon one's deeds.
Four other Mormon bodies are listed in the 1955 World
Almanac. One group calling themselves "Church of Christ,
Headquarters Temple Lot, Independence, Mo." refuses to
be denominated Mormons, although that is what they are.
They publish Zion's Advocate, and are very zealous, send
ing out missionaries, Bibles in hand, transforming them
selves into "angels of light" to make converts as do all Mor
mons. The other divisions are: Church of Jesus Christ
(Bickertonites); Church of Jesus Christ (Cutlerites); and
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Strangites).
MORMON TEXTBOOKS

I have referred to various publications upon which the
Mormons base their teachings. While the Book of Mormon,
which grew out of the greatest religious hoax every perpe
trated in America, is supposed to be their leading textbook,
it is not known to most Mormons and is relegated to the
status of tradition. In style it resembles the Authorized
Version of the English Bible and the Apochrypha.
The Inspired Version is a shocking distortion of Scrip
ture. Not a translation at all, it is merely an arrangement
of texts from the King James Version, with additions which
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have no relation whatever to the original text. Joseph Smith
wanted a Bible so he wrote one!
The main difference between the two versions of Doc
trines and Covenants is that Section 132 and other portions
have been removed by the Reorganized Church and this
group adds each year the revelations of the head of the
church. The president of the Josephites as seer and prophet
speaks ex cathedra so that his pronouncements, as were those
of "the prophet" Joseph, are binding upon the church.
The Brighamites include only those revelations attri
buted to Joseph Smith. But all of Brigham Young's sermons,
letters, pamphlets, as well as writings of all contemporary
Mormon leaders, are authoritative Mormon literature, and
must be reckoned with in appraising this cult. Brigham
Young did not go in for revelations.
The Pearl of Great Price is a collection of writings,
described on the flyleaf as "A Selection of Revelations,
Translations and Narrations of Joseph Smith, First Prophet,
Seer and Revelator to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
day Saints." It contains "The Book of Moses," "The Book
of Abraham," "An Extract from a Translation of the Bible
-Matt. chap. 23, v. 39, and chap. 24," "Extracts from the
History of Joseph Smith, the Prophet," and Articles of Faith
of the Mormons.
Other textbooks include the Mormon Catechism, Ro
berts' New Witness for God, Talmage's Lectures on the
Articles of Faith and other writings, the works of Orson
Pratt, Lucy Smith's History of the Prophet Joseph; and a
great mass of pamphlets and articles.
One significant manuscript accepted by the Utah Mor
mons, but rejected by the Josephites, is "The King Follett
Discourse" which embodies some of the strongest teaching
of Joseph Smith on the doctrine of God. The Missouri
Mormons claim that this was fabricated by Brigham Young,
but there is adequate evidence that these were indeed the
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words of "the prophet." Not only did an assembly of 20,000
hear it delivered at the funeral of a prominent Mormon,
but Mormons Richards, Woodruff, Bullock and Clayton re
corded it for posterity in April 1844. It was from this or
ation that Lorenzo Snow composed the Mormon couplet:
"As man now is, God once was,
As God is now, man may become."
THE

FOUNDING

FATHERS

It is not our purpose to enter into any extended review
of the lives of the leaders of the Mormon Church. It is suf
ficient to say that their lives resemble the man-devised god
whom they worship. The moral lives of the "founding fathers" present an appropriate background for the doctrines
they set forth.
Best-known Mormons are of course Joseph Smith and
Brigham Young. There are numerous biographies of these
men, some reliable, some fictitious, some ridiculously flatter
ing. But even their best friends cannot paint any rosy pic
ture of their conduct and character. The Reorganized
Church has whitewashed Joseph Smith, but they would have
been wiser to reject him utterly since it is impossible to
change the record. The irregularity of the lives of these
two men and hundreds of other Mormons of the early days
and later history made good copy for secular writers. We
are concerned only with their connection with the Mormon
Church and its development. The men they attracted to
them in their schemes were as unscrupulous as they, and
either sought glory for themselves or were content to shine
in the reflected glory of "the prophet" and his successor.
Joseph drew a motley assortment of rascals about him
in putting over the Book of Mormon and his new church
without whom he would have had great difficulty. For in
stance, there was the illiterate farmer-neighbor, Martin
Harris, who went so far as to mortgage his farm to pay for
the publication of the "golden plates" and lost his wife in
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the venture. A dabbler in cults and firm believer in visions
and dreams, who claimed that he saw the Lord, Satan and
angels, Harris became Joseph's first "scribe." He was fol
lowed by Emma, Joseph's long-suffering wife; and a third
"scribe" was the blacksmith-ex-school teacher, Oliver Cow
dery, who wrote a good share of the book. The Whitmers
made their contribution by taking Joseph into their home
and feeding him while he completed his "translations."
There were the Pratts, Parley P. and Orson; and last, but
by no means least, there was Sidney Rigdon, to whom all
serious students of Mormonism give full credit for the or
ganization of the Mormon Church.
Rigdon had been dismissed from the Baptist denomina
tion for his erratic preaching. Then he joined Alexander
Campbell through whom he was indoctrinated into bap
tismal regeneration, which later became a tenet of Mormon
ism. Subsequently, Rigdon broke with Campbell, so that
when Joseph Smith came along with his "plates," his "seer
stones" and his blueprints for a new church, Rigdon was
prepared to formulate the doctrines and to put the book
into shape. Later he, too, separated from "the prophet" but
not until the foundation was laid. He broke with Smith,
for one reason, because the "prophet" had cast his lustful
eye upon Rigdon's daughter, Nancy, for one of his plural
wives. After Joseph's death, Rigdon hoped to succeed him
as head of the church, but Young cut him off and Rigdon
left the church. Parley P. Pratt, who helped organize the
church April 6, 1830, was cut short in his career by the
bullet of an enraged husband at Ft. Gibson, as in 1857 he
attempted to add the man's wife to his harem.
THE

PROPHET

AND

THE

PLATES

Joseph Smith, Jr. was born on December 23, 1805 at
Sharon, Vermont, the fourth of nine children. Migrating
from Vermont to what was then considered a distant area
New York-the Smiths settled at Palmyra. Not far removed
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from witch-hunting days, that was a period of superstition,
religious frenzy, and abysmal ignorance of the Word of God.
Joseph's mother, Lucy, was religiously inclined, her
father claiming descent from Scotch clergymen. Although
not literate, the Smiths possessed a literary streak, and
Joseph's maternal grandfather at the age of 78 began a writ
ten account of his experiences which Lucy enjoyed reading
to all who would listen. Joseph's father was a well-digger
and, in common with others of that region, sought for
treasure in the earth.
Mrs. Fawn Brodie* quotes this statement from The
Wayne Sentinel of Palmyra, New York, dated February 16,
1825: "We could name, if we pleased, at least 500 respect
able men, who in the sincerity and simplicity of their hearts
believe that immense treasures lie concealed upon our Green
Mountains, many of whom have been for a number of years
industriously and perseveringly engaged in digging it up."
The money-digging occupation was a "natural" for
Joseph. Never interested in hard manual labor of any kind,
and always fascinated with the possibilities those old Indian
mounds might disclose, he sought employment as a guide to
searchers. Unequalled as a teller of tall tales, he had no
difficulty securing that kind of "work." All manner of de
vices were utilized to explore the underground secrets:
crooked sticks, witchhazel rods, incantations, "the circle of 3,"
the black sheep slain and dragged about, a drawn sword
displayed; and there were the seer stones not only for see
ing treasures but for beholding spirits as well. The poor
farmers turned up a few artifacts of stone, copper and oc
casionally a silver relic, but, disillusioned, they were obliged
to return to the back-breaking toil of making a living from
those stony hillsides.
Mrs. Brodie* says of Joseph Smith:

"Talented far be

*No Man Knows My History, Fawn M. Brodie, Alfred A. Knopf,
New York, 1946. Used by permission.
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yond his brothers or friends, he was impatient with their
modest hopes and humdrum fancies. Nimble-witted, ambi
tious, and gifted with a boundless imagination, he dreamed
of escape into an illustrious and affluent future. For Joseph
was not meant to be a plodding farmer, tied to the earth
by habit or by love of the recurrent miracle of harvest."
The money-digging and the family custom of committing
to writing the most trivial family occurrences made their
mark upon the youthful and imaginative Joseph and stood
him in good stead as prophet and founder of the Mormon
Church.
In his autobiography Joseph claimed that he had a
vision of the Father and Son at the age of 14 but since 18
years passed before this was recorded, it is generally re
garded as an afterthought of adult life in order to build
his prestige as a prophet. Even his own mother stated that
Joseph was a wholly irreligious youth until the "golden
plates" came into his life. His contemporaries record that
he was not only not religious but far from a "good boy."
VISITS OF MORONI

On September 21, 1827 Joseph Smith brought home
something tied up in a sack. He claimed that the contents
were so sacred that one could not look upon them and live.
He made clapboard covers, put the treasure into a pillow
case, and allowed no one to see it, only to feel it. These
were the famous "golden plates" upon which the Mormon
Church is founded. The preposterousness of this tale is
only exceeded by the credulity of those who accepted it.
All of Joseph's family, with the exception of the skeptical
brother William, believed him and dedicated their lives to
the propagation of this, the tallest tale of them all! Even
his wife Emma reluctantly went along with the hoax, and
only looked at the plates, covered with a cloth, lying on the
table which were said to "rattle mechanically" when moved.
What a comment upon the truth that no imposter could
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make any progress without the aid of the ignorant and the
credulous!
From the 1920 edition of the Book of Mormon, Salt
Lake City, Utah, we quote (in part) Joseph's account. After
describing the appearance of an angel in his room on Sep
tember 21, 1823, he states:
"He called me by name, and said unto me that he
was a messenger sent from the presence of God to me, and
that his name was Moroni; that God had a work for me to
do; and that my name should be had for good and evil
among all nations, kindreds, and tongues, or that it should
be both good and evil spoken of among all people. He
said there was a book deposited, written upon gold plates,
giving an account of the former inhabitants of this continent,
and the source from which they sprang. He also said that
the fulness of the everlasting gospel was contained in it, as
delivered by the Savior to the ancient inhabitants; Also,
that there were two stones in silver bows-and these stones
fastened to a breastplate, constituted what is called the Urim
and Thummim-deposited with the plates; and the posses
sion and use of these stones were what constituted Seers
in ancient or former times; and that God had prepared them
for the purpose of translating the book."
Joseph then tells that the angel warned him that he
would be destroyed if he showed the plates to anyone; that
in vision he saw where they were; that the angel visited him
twice more that night; that in the morning, while laboring
with his father, something went wrong with him and his
father sent him home, and on the way he fell unconscious
and was wakened by another visit from Moroni. He told
his father what had occurred and his father said it was of
God and that he should do as the angel bade him. He
recognized the place where the plates were buried.
Joseph further relates:
"Convenient to the village of Manchester, Ontario Coun
ty, New York, stands a hill of considerable size, and
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the most elevated of any in the neighborhood. On the
west side of this hill, not far from the top, under a stone of
considerable size, lay the plates, deposited in a stone box.
This stone was thick and rounding in the middle on the
upper side, and thinner toward the edges, so that the middle
part of it was visible above the ground, but the edge all
around was covered with earth."
Joseph then claims that he lifted the stone with a lever
and, sure enough, there lay the plates, the Urim and the
Thummim, and the breastplate, as the angel Moroni had
said! The angel appeared again and told him to leave them
there for four years and to visit the place at the same time
each year. He kept these appointments, he states, and then
at last the time arrived for obtaining them.
Here are Joseph's words: "On the twenty-second day
of September, 1827, having gone as usual at the end of
another year to the place where they were deposited, the
same heavenly messenger delivered them up to me with this
charge: That I should be responsible for them; that if I
should let them go carelessly, or through any neglect of
mine, I should be cut off; but that if I would use all my
endeavors to preserve them, until he, the messenger, should
call for them, they should be protected."
The Book of Mormon concludes the narrative with this
statement: "The ancient record, thus brought forth from
the earth, as the voice of a people speaking from the dust,
and translated into modern speech by the gift and power of
God as attested by Divine affirmation, was first published to
the world in the year 1830 as the BOOK OF MORMON."
There are also two other documents included in this Book
of Mormon. One is "The Testimony of Three Witnesses"-
Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris, in
which these men swore that they had seen the plates, that
these plates had been translated by the gift and power of
God, that an angel from heaven brought the plates and
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laid them before their eyes, and that they were commanded
to bear record of this. This Testimony closes with a blood
chilling sentence: "And we know that if we are faithful
in Christ, we shall rid our garments of the blood of all men,
and be found spotless before the judgment-seat of Christ,
and shall dwell with him eternally in the heavens. And
the honor be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen."
The other document is the "Testimony of Eight Wit
nesses" in which four Whitmers, three members of the
Smith family, and one Hiram Page swore that they saw
the golden plates and the engravings on them, and "hefted"
them. They further stated: "The said Smith has got the
plates of which we have spoken. And we give our names
unto the world, to witness unto the world that which we
have seen. And we lie not, God bearing witness of it."
This reminds us of another scene: the trial of Christ,
at which His enemies cried out: "His blood be upon us
and upon our children!" These "Witnesses" identified them
selves with Joseph Smith in this base deception and ac
cepted responsibility with him for its consequences. There
fore they will share in the judgment at the Great White
Throne when God deals with men not only for refusing
the light for themselves, but also for leading others into
darkness. How awful will be that reckoning day for such
wicked deceivers!
Martin Harris, one of the "Three Witnesses," took a
sample of the characters on the plates to a Professor Anthon,
whom Harris reported as stating that they were "Egyptian,
Chaldaic, Assyriac and Arabic,"-"true characters"-and cor
rectly translated. But Professor Anthon had quite a differ
ent story. Fortunately, his letters to E. D. Howe, and Dr.
Coit, rector of Trinity Church, New Rochelle, New York,
are preserved. In a letter to Howe, dated Feb. 14, 1834*
*Quoted in The Story of the Mormons, William Alexander Linn,
The MacMillan Co., New York.
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Anthon describes the characters as "crooked characters, dis
posed in columns, and evidently prepared by some person
who had before him at the time a book containing various
alphabets. Greek and Hebrew letters, crosses and flourishes,
Roman letters inverted, or placed sideways, were arranged
and placed in perpendicular columns; and the whole ended
in a rude delineation of a circle, divided into various com
partments, decked with strange marks and evidently copied
after the Mexican calendar ... the paper contained anything
but Egyptian hieroglyphics."
According to David Whitmer, the method of the trans
lation was unique, Smith sitting at one end of the table
and Cowdery at the other. "The plates were not directly
before Joseph, but, with the Urim and Thummim in his
hat, and his hat over his face, he read off the stones the or
iginal characters to Cowdery, who wrote it down as it fell
from his lips. And, we are informed, neither the char
acters nor the translation, both of which appeared on the
Urim and Thummim, disappeared until after Cowdery had
written it down correctly."**
Briefly the plot of the Book of Mormon is as follows:
"After the confusion of tongues, at the Tower of Babel,
one Jared and his brother, with their families, builded barges
and sailed to America. They became a mighty people. They
warred among themselves, and finally at Cumorah they were
all annihilated. Ether, the prophet, kept a record of these
events. This destruction took place about 600 B. C. About
the same time America was again peopled. These people
left the old world 600 B. C. during the reign of Zedekiah.
They embarked on the Red Sea and landed on the western
coast of South America. Lehi was the leader and when
he died his son Nephi succeeded him. His brothers, Laman
and Lemuel, set up a rival kingdom. War drove the
Nephites northward, pursued by the Lamanites, upon whom
**CumorahRevisited, Charles A. Shook, Standard Publishing Foundation, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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a curse had been placed, the swarthy skin. The Nephites,
the whites, met in battle the Lamanites, the Indians, at
Cumorah. On this same ground, ten centuries before, the
Jaredites were destroyed. In this battle the Nephites were
completely destroyed. The records of these wars were kept
by Moroni, the son of Mormon. Before he died he kept
these records in the hill Cumorah. The Lamanites are the
American Indians."*
As there is nothing in American history or any histor
ical record to corroborate one line of this ridiculous tale,
and no archeological evidence either, we must look elsewhere
to determine the true origin of the Book of Mormon.
For one thing, all the talk of a "lost race" was absurd.
The Moundbuilders were ancestors of the Mississippi Indian
tribes. Indians of that area were accustomed to burying
their dead in great mounds, like crematoriums. One body
was burned on top of the other. The Book of Mormon pro
fessed to be a history of two warring races-one a "fair de
lightsome people" and the other a wild tribe of idol wor
shippers. Joseph Smith from his youth had delighted in
the stories relating to the Indian tribes, showed an avid
interest in their customs, their dress, their manner of speak
ing, and wove many yarns about them before he came into
possession of the material from which he fashioned the
Book of Mormon.
We come now to what among serious students of Mor
monism and of history has come to be considered the most
logical explanation of this whole matter: the relation of
the Reverend Solomon Spaulding and his writings to Smith,
Rigdon, and the Mormon Church.
THE SPAULDING MANUSCRIPT

From Dr. R. G. McNiece, previously referred to, comes
this excellent explanation of the Spaulding matter. He
writes: "Let all that absurd, fictitious yarn of Joseph Smith,
*Religious Delusions, Standard Publishing Foundation, Cincinnati, O.
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about an angel disclosing to him the box hidden in the
hill of Cumorah, New York, on whose golden plates, in
the reformed Egyptian language, was contained the material
out of which he (Joseph Smith) translated the Book of
Mormon-let all that be cut out as having not a particle of
foundation. There was no angel. The only plates Joseph
Smith ever dug out of the hill of Cumorah, or any other
hill, were put there by himself or by one of his agents. While
the literature in regard to the origin of the Book of Mormon
is quite voluminous, the real facts about its origin can be
stated in small compass. In 1808-1809 the Rev. Solomon
Spaulding settled down as a citizen in the town of Conneaut,
in northeastern Ohio. He was a man of education, having
graduated from Dartmouth College, in New Hampshire, in
1785. He studied theology, and for a number of years was
a minister of one of the Christian denominations in western
New York. He had given up preaching, and had settled
down in Conneaut as a business man, seeking to establish
an iron foundry. Being fond of Bible literature and re
ligious romance and archeology, he became interested in
the many Indian mounds in that region, and especially in
their builders. This led him to plan a religious romance,
in which he brought a colony of the Lost Tribes from
Jerusalem into this country, where they developed into two
nations, the Nephites and the Lamanites, a purely imaginary
people. The Book of Mormon, composed of fifteen differ
ent books, gives an account of their wanderings, hardships
and battles. These records are alleged to have been writ
ten on plates of brass. These plates began to jingle on the
second page of the Book of Mormon, and they continue to
jingle until they are finally sealed up and hidden away in
the hill of Cumorah, near Palmyra, in 420 A. D.
"Now there are ten intelligent witnesses, who stated
over their affidavit in 1833, when the subject was fresh in
mind, that about 1811-12 they heard Solomon Spaulding

-17-

reading a religious story from the 'Manuscript Found,' try
ing to show that the Indians are the descendants of the
Lost Tribes. They remembered the quaint phraseology, and
the queer names, Lehi, Nephi, Jarom, Moroni, and the rest.
The expression 'and it came to pass' occurred so often, the
boys nicknamed Spaulding 'Old Come-to-Pass.' When Es
quire Wright heard the Book of Mormon read in Conneaut
he exclaimed, 'Old Come-to-Pass' has come to life again!
These witnesses were John Spaulding, brother of Solomon,
his wife Martha Spaulding, Henry Lake, business partner of
Solomon Spaulding, John N. Miller, who worked for Spauld
ing, Aaron Wright, Oliver Smith, and Naham Howard, three
of Spaulding's neighbors, and Artemas Cunningham, of
Geuga County, who visited Spaulding in October, 1811, to
collect a debt. Spaulding showed him a story he was writ
ing about the lost tribes. Mr. Cunningham spent half the
night listening to the story. When the Book of Mormon
appeared, he recognized that in outline it was the same
thing that Spaulding had read to him. The two other Wit
nesses are the widow of Solomon Spaulding, and Mr. Joseph
Miller, of Amity, Pa., where Spaulding died.
"The evidence clearly shows that the Book of Mormon
grew out of Spaulding's story, but the defenders of Mormon
ism lose their mental balance whenever this subject is men
tioned, and they treat it dishonestly. They say: 'We have
the Spaulding manuscript in the Oberlin College Library,
brought back from Honolulu in 1885 by President Fairchild,
and there is no connection between it and the Book of
Mormon.' Certainly not. No person well informed about
the history of Mormonism ever claimed that there is any
connection. But why say, 'We have the Spaulding Manu
script'? All that the facts warrant is, 'There is a Spaulding
manuscript in Oberlin,' and the possession of that manu
script will afford no help to the defenders of Mormonism
against the plagiarism of the book until they do one thing
-18-

which they are unable to do: namely, establish a general
negative, and show that this manuscript in Oberlin College
Library is the only manuscript which Solomon Spaulding
ever wrote. This cannot be done, for there is conclusive
evidence that he wrote several manuscripts. The fact, there
fore, is established by abundant evidence that the Book of
Mormon is a plagiarism from Spaulding's religious romance.
"Just when Rigdon, Pratt and Smith first met and con
cocted the dishonest scheme of the buried plates is not al
together clear, probably about 1827. A strenuous attempt
has been made to show that Rigdon and Pratt had no knowl
edge of the Book of Mormon until its publication, and they
go through the wretched farce of pretending to be converted
to Mormonism after the Book of Mormon has been pub
lished, which they say they knew nothing about before, al
though evidence shows that they both had been in the
scheme to publish it since 1827. What a set of deceivers!
"The one important fact is the plagiarism of the Book
of Mormon from the Spaulding romance, entitled, 'Manuscript Found.' It is not especially important to know who
edited the Spaulding story, and developed it into the present
Book of Mormon. But all the evidence points to Sidney
Rigdon, and it points to no one else. The evidence shows
the following things: That a copy of the Spaulding manu
script was in the printing office of Patterson and Lambdin,
in Pittsburg, for a good while after 1814; that Rigdon and
Lambdin were on intimate terms from 1818 to the death of
Lambdin in August, 1825; that more than two years be
fore the publication of the Book of Mormon, Rigdon had
spoken to several of his friends about the coming publica
tion of a book from golden plates, which would produce a
great religious revolution. During these two years, Rigdon
was preaching wild and startling doctrines, afterwards found
in the Book of Mormon.
"Any one familiar with the peculiar Campbellite doc- 19 -

trines of that time cannot read far into the Book of Mormon
without discovering that the author had been a Campbel
lite. His 'speech betrayeth' him in the employment of
phraseology to which he had become accustomed while as
sociated with the brethren of that denomination. Further
more, the book is full of Rigdon's own peculiar views. He
deserves credit, however, for making the Book of Mormon
condemn polygamy, which brought him into sharp conflict
with both Joseph Smith and his successor, Brigham Young."*
Dr. Charles A. Shook, an expert in Mormon affairs,
corroborated this view of Dr. McNiece's in regard to the
Spaulding Manuscript. He states:
"The evidence in the case goes to show that Spaulding
wrote several manuscripts; that one of these closely resembled
the Book of Mormon in general historic outline and proper
names, differing from it in not possessing Scriptural quota
tions and religious matter; that this manuscript was placed
in the printing establishment of one Robert Patterson, of
Pittsburg, from which it mysteriously disappeared; that
Spaulding suspected Rigdon of the theft; that at the time
the manuscript was in Patterson's office, Rigdon lived in
the vicinity of Pittsburg and was intimate with J. Harrison
Lambdin, one of Patterson's employees; that Rigdon had in
his possession a manuscript which he told Dr. Winter had
been written by Spaulding; that he mentioned the coming
out of a book describing American antiquities and giving an
account of the first people at least two years before the
Book of Mormon appeared; and that he had communica
tion with the Smiths before he openly united with the Mor
mons in November, 1830. It would seem that this chain
of evidence would be sufficient to put the claim, that the
Book of Mormon originated in one of Spaulding's romances,
beyond the reach of reasonable doubt."**
* The Fundamentals, Dr. McNiece.
**Cumorah Revisited, Shook, Standard Publishing Co.
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BRIEF

HISTORY

OF

MORMONS

"By hook and crook" the quartet of Smith, Harris, Cow
dery and Rigdon got the "golden plates" into shape for
publication, and the Church was organized at Fayette, New
York, April 6, 1830. The "founding fathers" baptized each
other and appointed each other officials. Immediately Smith
proclaimed another revelation, that the "riches of the Gen
tiles [non-Mormons] were to be consecrated to My people
[the Mormons]." In 1831 Joseph moved to Kirtland, Ohio
which became Mormon headquarters. It was there the
Church was named "The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
day Saints." It was there, too, in 1832 that enraged citizens
tarred and feathered Smith and Rigdon. Nevertheless, there
the first great Mormon temple was built with a substantial
following, in spite of what Joseph had done in the way of
outraging human decency, violating personal and property
rights. The "prophet" now had one revelation after an
other; everything he wanted was revealed as the will of God.
He promised miracles, and when they did not come to pass,
internal war resulted to the extent that pistols and knives
were used in the very temple area.
In 1837, after the United States government closed
Joseph's illegally-operated bank in Kirtland, Rigdon and
he fled to Missouri, pursued by irate creditors, who had lost
everything in the venture. David Whitmer declared he
had a vision that they were to locate on the "temple lot,
in Independence, Missouri." But Whitmer soon broke with
Joseph, declaring Joseph's revelations to be fraudulent. The
arrogance of the Mormon leaders became so great that they
declared they were not responsible to any earthly rule. The
citizens of Missouri did not agree with this viewpoint. In
public meeting they declared: "It is a duty we owe our
selves, to our wives and children, to the cause of public
morals, to remove them from among us." The Governor
of Missouri ordered the Mormons out of the state. In this
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crisis Joseph had another revelation to the effect that "Zion"
(meaning the Mormons) could not be removed from their
place (Doctrine and Covenants, 97). They were ordered by
the prophet to build another temple. In Independence,
Joseph assumed a dictatorship. General Clark stated: "These
people have banded themselves in societies, the object of
which was first to drive from society such as refused to join
them in their unholy purposes, and then to plunder the
surrounding country, and ultimately subject the state to
their rule."
This was admitted by T. B. Marsh, president of the
twelve apostles, who in October, 1838, stated that Smith's
plan was definitely to take the state, then the United States,
and finally the world. He declared that Smith taught his
people that his prophecies were superior to any law of the
land, and that he had heard "the prophet" announce that
he would tread on the dead bodies of his enemies, and if
he had no interference, he would become the "second Mo
hammed."
Trouble followed trouble. Mormon leaders were jailed,
and Smith, with about 12,000 followers, reached Nauvoo,
Illinois in 1839. This adventure at Nauvoo is absolutely
without parallel in American history. The little town was
in financial ruin when the Mormons took over. Soon there
was a real estate boom. Buildings were erected; business
took on new life. The most amazing charter ever written
was granted this city. Joseph Smith became mayor, Gen
eral of the Legion, and was virtually a dictator, being a
member of the city council and the municipal court. The
military force was no longer under state control.
At Nauvoo the Mormons reached their desired goal: a
government within the government. In 1841 they laid the
cornerstone of an extraordinary temple, costing one million
dollars, an unheard of sum in those times. Smith gave
himself the rank of a Lieutenant General, although no one
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but General George Washington had ever reached that
height before! Drunk with power, Smith issued daily "reve
lations," instructing the people not only how to vote, but
how to conduct their own business and personal affairs.
Finally completely carried away, he announced himself a
candidate for President of the United States, and commis
sioned 2,000 "missionaries" to electioneer for him.
The people of Illinois were as frustrated over the Mor
mons as Missouri had been. They had not returned him
to that state as a fugitive from justice as they had been asked
to do. Smith defied everyone. An oft-repeated threat of
his is quoted by friends and foes: "I will fight with gun,
sword, cannon, whirlwind, thunder, until they" [his enemies]
"are used up like Kilkenny cats!" One issue of his news
paper was printed, and then, notified that it would be con
fiscated by the government, Smith destroyed the presses him
self. Joseph was arrested for declaring war against the states
and Nauvoo was put under martial law. On June 27, 1844
a mob of two hundred infuriated citizens took the law in
their own hands, broke into the jail at Carthage, Illinois
and although Joseph defended himself with a pistol, he and
his brother Hyrum were shot to death. The lust for power,
greed for money, political intrigue, and violation of the
laws of human decency had brought about Joseph Smith's
tragic end. Doubtless Mormonism would have perished with
him, if due process of law had been observed, and he and
his followers had been brought to trial. His unlawful, al
though doubtless deserved, death made a martyr and a hero
of him, and the Mormons set out to avenge him. His evil
deeds, and his betrayal of so many of them were forgotten
in the mania that swept the people. They had but one
thought-to escape "American Gentile persecution." They
wondered who would be the source of "revelations" for the
church, now that their "prophet" was gone. Strange as it
seems, Satan has his leaders ready for his work, and it was

not long before it was obvious who would succeed Smith as
the Mormon leader.
BRIGHAM YOUNG

Often when "the prophet" was in difficulties, his right
hand man was Brigham Young, who in his way was as ex
traordinary as Smith himself. He was a plain, blunt man, with
no taste for the supernatural, and was no theologian. Born
in Vermont, June 1. 1801, Brigham Young was one of eleven
children, his father being a wretchedly poor basket-maker.
Brigham had practically no education; some of this bio
graphers claim he had but eleven days of schooling. Whether
this was true or not, he was illiterate, if grammar and spell
ing are any indication. As a young man, he worked hard
as carpenter, painter and glazier. In 1824 he took unto
himself as his first wife Miriam Works who died the year
Brigham became a Mormon. Since under his leadership the
very name "Mormon" became synonymous with polygamy,
how fortunate was this dear soul who escaped the ignominy
that became the lot of Emma Smith and other true and
legal wives of the "founding fathers."
Brigham's conversion to Mormonism was supposed to
have come about by his reading a Mormon Bible which
Joseph Smith had given Phineas, Brigham's brother. On
April 14, 1832, Brigham was baptized into the Mormon
Church. Linn* tells us that when Brigham first beheld
the prophet, the Mormons claim he "spoke in tongues"
and that Joseph Smith declared the jargon was "the pure
Adamic." Lack of education did not bother the forthright
Brigham. He began to preach and baptize at once. He
joined the "Army of Zion," and was made a captain of ten.
He and Smith then vied with each other in the degree of
wickedness to which they could "get by with," and both
entered into the practice of plural marriage with zest.
MORMONISM AFTER SMITH

A fearful struggle for power followed the death of Smith.
*The Story of the Mormons, William Alexander Linn, MacMillan.
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All the leaders began to have "revelations" that they were
to succeed "the prophet." Even Rigdon, who had warred
with Smith had the same ambition as the others. But
Wright, who wanted to lead the Mormons to Texas, and
Strang, who sought to take them to Wisconsin, and all the
others, eventually lost out to Brigham Young, who soon
became as great a dictator as Smith had ever been. The
Mormons fought with non-Mormons over government and
finally the Mormons agreed to leave Nauvoo. By May, 1846,
16,000 had crossed the Mississippi River, turned toward the
West, breaking up into factions. A few went with Rigdon
to Pennsylvania; some followed Wright and Strang; still
others lingered at Independence, Mo. But Brigham and the
greater number set out for Utah, then Mexican soil. By
the time all of them had arrived in Utah, the United States
was in possession of the territory. Hundreds fell by the
wayside, and while the "courageous" trek across country is
lauded in many quarters, Linn* does not see it that way.
He states that this migration was compulsory, and that the
loss of life was greater than that in the great California
gold rush, and particularly that "the horrors of Young's hand
cart movement have never been equalled in Western travel."
Thus there is a sharp disagreement on the matter of Brig
ham Young's "great executive ability," but he was a genius
and an opportunist.
Nevertheless, on the frontier the Mormons had things
their own way at last-at least until the law caught up with
them. Dr. Coombes describes those early days: "The Mor
mons became defiant and rebellious. They established a
social system that was a disgrace to civilization and an out
rage upon religion. . . . Oaths, law and the rights of others
were spurned to enhance the influence of Mormonism. The
spirit of Mormonism has always been the spirit of oppres
sion and rebellion. . . . This system in Utah bloomed into
* The Story of the Mormons, William Alexander Linn, MacMillan.
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'celestial marriage.' Here for twenty years the Mormon
monster had his own way. They defied the government, re
sisted the United States Army, expelled the Gentile and
murdered the emigrant. The whole system was a reservoir
of sin, misery and wickedness from which flowed streams of
ruin and destruction. . . . With spiritual marriages, blood
atonement, endowment oaths and secret vows, Mormonism
became an evil that is abhorrent and repulsive to all peo
ple."*
Polygamy was practiced openly. All the twelve apostles
of the church practiced it. They continued to practice it
until stopped by law. Records indicate that Brigham Young
had at least twenty-five wives; Mrs. Brodie** gives the names
and a brief description of the twenty-five he acknowledged.
He was said to have fifty-six children. Taylor had seven
wives; Woodruff, five; Snow, nine; Joseph F. Smith (son
of Hyrum) five; and forty-two children. They were cer
tainly making as sure of what they considered their celestial
bliss as had their prophet, Joseph Smith. Linn*** lists forty
eight wives of "the prophet." Mormon missionaries went
to Denmark and other lands and among their "converts"
brought back many women to become plural wives for the
Utah settlers. Some of these women were totally unaware
of the kind of life they were entering, and once trapped in
a strange land with a language barrier, they could not
escape.
Like his predecessor, Brigham Young set himself up as
governor of the state of Utah, opposing the United States
government until he was threatened with action by the
army. Eventually he yielded and allowed another governor
to take over. Meantime the Church made him its First
President.
The Edmunds law against polygamy came into force in
* Religious Delusions, Standard Publishing Foundation, Cincinnati.
**No Man Knows My History, F. M. Brodie, Knopf.
***The Story of the Mormons, W. A. Linn, MacMillan.

1882, the Edmunds-Tucker law in 1887, and 1889, at which
time nearly every apostle, bishop and priest was praticing
polygamy. They were hailed into court and convicted. Then
in 1890 the President of the Mormons, Wilford Woodruff,
released an "Official Declaration" addressed: "To Whom It
May Concern" ending with the statement, "and I now public
ly declare that my advice to the Latter Day Saints is to re
frain from contracting any marriage forbidden by the law
of the land." While many Mormon elders claim this was
a "revelation," the original Manifesto did not so state.
Since then, the Mormons have not practiced polygamy
openly and would not dare to do so. However, many Mor
mons have stated frankly that they would practice it if it
were not against the law, for it is still part and parcel of
their creed. "Celestial marriage," or the sealing of wives for
eternity, takes place continuously in their temples.
The Mormons hate the sin of murder and yet one of
the darkest blots on their early history is the Mountain
Meadow Massacre of 1857 when a whole expedition of pi
oneers was wiped out by them. For this Mormon John D.
Lee was executed in 1877, the year Brigham Young died.
ORGANIZATION

The strength of Mormonism lies in its tight organiza
tion and the dictatorial powers of its leaders. Dr. Arbaugh***
states: "Rigdon outdid Rome. He started a church which
so institutionalized religion that its gospel is law, its life a
priesthood, its salvation obtained by doing good for God, by
even helping Him; that men must obtain glory by begetting
children eternally; that even the dead must be baptized to be
saved; and that its outward manifestation is in the form
of big business. It is no wonder that whereas Mormonism
first expressed bitter hatred for Catholicism, it later acknowl
edged it to be the least incorrect of all the churches."

In Mormon Widtsoe's Priesthood and Church Govern
***Revelationin Mormonism, Arbaugh.

-27-

ment he states: "The Church itself is a product of the
priesthood. . . . Men may then obtain the Priesthood through
the Church and in no other way. . . . The Church to which
this authority has been committed, in these last days, is the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Church is
provided with so many Priesthood organizations that no out
side organization is necessary. There is no call for individuals
to organize clubs, or special gatherings in social, educational
or national capacity." The Mormons have made certain
that one has no time to be anything else but a Mormon!
The Priesthood consists of (1) Melchizedek, with First
Presidency, comprising the President, Prophet, Seer and Rev
elator and his two Counselors; the Twelve Apostles-Patri
arch of the Church-High Priests-Elders;
(2) Aaronic,
comprising Bishops, Priests, Teachers and Deacons. Ages
for ordination and advancement in the Priesthood are: Dea
cons, 12-14; teachers, 15-16; priests, 17-18. Priests may be
ordained to the Melchizedek priesthood at 19. The entire
church is divided into "The Stakes of Zion," The Ward, The
Ward Branch, The Mission, Relief Society, Sunday School,
Young Men's and Young Women's Mutual Improvement As
sociations, Primary Association, Church Department of Edu
cation, consisting of a University, Colleges, Institutes, Stu
dent Religious Societies, Seminaries, Genealogical Society,
and Temple Work. Each of these organizations is under
the direction of the Priesthood. The Mission is divided into
districts and branches. Between 5,000 and 10,000 full-time
"missionaries" are in the field. Is there any reason why
Mormonism should not spread?
MORMONISM

AND

THE

BIBLE

For the true Christian, the Word of God is the only
possible standard by which a system of religion may be
judged. Under its light all teachings must be examined.
Where the deviation of the cults first appears is in their at
titude toward the Scriptures.
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Mormonism uses the Bible only as "window dressing"
by which to lure people into its churches. It is not given
a central place in either their teachings or their lives. Take
this quotation from the Book of Mormon, "Thou fool, that
shall say, A Bible, a Bible, we have got a Bible, and we need
no more Bible. . . . Wherefore murmur yet, because that ye
shall receive more of my word?" (2 Nephi 29:6, 18). Joseph
Smith declared: "And whatsoever they [those ordained to
the priesthood] shall speak when moved upon by the Holy
Ghost shall be scripture, shall be the will of the Lord, shall
be the mind of the Lord, shall be the word of the Lord, shall
be the voice of the Lord, and the power of God unto sal
vation." (Doctrine and Covenants, 68:4).
It is almost unbelievable that men-and men of the
character of Joseph Smith-would dare to utter such blas
phemy as this.
Talmage, prominent Mormon theologian, in his "Lec
tures on the Articles of Faith" states plainly: "The written
works adopted by the vote of the Church as authoritative
guides in faith and doctrine are four-the Bible, the Book
of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl of
Great Price." (p. 5) This statement contradicts itself in
view of the fact that the three Mormon works mentioned
are in utter disagreement with the Bible.
Another outstanding Mormon, Taylor, made these out
rageous declarations: "We will first quote from the writings
of the Old and New Testaments and although we are in
formed by later revelations that many parts which are plain
and most precious have been taken away therefrom yet
there is a large amount of testimony left in this valuable
and sacred record" (Meditation, p. 11). And again: "Wil
fred Woodruff [Mormon] is a prophet, and he has a great
many prophets around him, and he can make scriptures as
good as those in the Bible."
Yet if you ask a Mormon if he believes in the Bible, he
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will say, "Yes." If he is acqainted with the Mormon writ
ings, he will quote Article 8 of their Articles of Faith which
states: "We believe the Bible to be the Word of God as far
as it is translated correctly; we also believe the Book of
Mormon to be the Word of God." The next Article of Faith
makes clearer the Mormon conception: "We believe all that
God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, and we be
lieve that He will yet reveal many great and important
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God." In other words,
according to the Mormon view, the revelation of God did
not close with our canon of Scripture. This allows them to
admit the revelations of Joseph Smith and other prophets
to their Bible. Thus the Mormon Scriptures are man-devised and Satanically-inspired as will become evident from
direct quotations in regard to basic doctrines in regard to
God, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Christian life.
MORMONISM

AND

GOD

THE

FATHER

One regrets the necessity for repeating the blasphemous
teachings of this sect with respect to our Holy God.
In the King Folett Discourse, previously referred to,
Joseph Smith declared very plainly his understanding of God,
and that God was a man like himself. (This funeral oration
was recorded and can be secured from Magazine Printing
Company, in Salt Lake City) . Hear then, what "the prophet"
himself said:
"I will go back to the beginning before the world was, to
show you what kind of a being God is . . . God was once as
we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in
yonder heavens. . . . I say, if you were to see him today, you
would see him like a man in form like yourselves in all the
person, image, and very form of a man. . . . I am going to
tell you how God came to be God. We have imagined and
supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute
that idea, and take away the veil, so that you may see. It is
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the first principle of the Gospel to know for certainty the
character of God and to know that we may converse with
him as one man converses with another, and that he was
once a man like us; yea, that God himself, the father of us
all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ did:-Here
then is eternal life-to know the only wise and true God;
and you have to learn how to be gods yourselves, and to be
kings and priests to God, the same as all gods have done be
fore you, namely, by going from one small degree to another,
and from a small capacity to a great one; from grace to grace,
from exaltation to exaltation, until you attain to the resur
rection of the dead and are able to dwell in the everlasting
burnings, and to sit in glory, as do those who sit enthroned
in everlasting power."
He also stated in the Pearl of Great Price: "And they
(the gods) said: Let there be light and there was light. And
they (the gods) comprehended the light . . . and they di
vided the light." Thus a plurality of gods is taught.
Here are some of Young's statements: "Now hear it, O
inhabitants of the earth, Jew and Gentile, saint and sinner.
When our father Adam came into the Garden of Eden, he
came into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve, one of
his wives, with him. He helped to make and organize this
world. He is Michael, the archangel, the Ancient of Days
about whom holy men have written and spoken. He is our
Father and our God, and the only God with whom we have
to do" (Journal of Discourses, Vol. I, p. 50); "God Himself
was once as we are now, and is an exalted Man.... All you
have got to learn is how to be gods yourselves, the same as
all gods have done before you" (JD, Vol. 6:4; Comp. 283).
Other Mormon writers put their approval upon these
heretical teachings. Parley P. Pratt, one of their most re
spected theologians, declared: "There never has been a
visible idol worshipped among men which was so powerless
as the God [described in the Nicean Creed] without body,
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passions, or parts. The God of Egypt, the crocodile, could
destroy. The Peruvian God, the sun, could diffuse its genial
warmth, light and influence. Jesus Christ and His Father
are two persons in the same sense as Peter and John are
two persons. Each of them has an organized, individual
tabernacle embodied in material form, and composed of ma
terial substances in the likeness of man and possessing every
organ, limit and physical part that man possesses" (Key to
Theology, pp. 28, 29, 34). Charles W. Penrose claimed:
"Mormonism does not tend to debase God to the level of
man, but to exalt man to the perfection of God" (Millennial
Star, Vol. 23, p. 181). John Henry Evans stated in this same
volume: "As for the devil and his fellow spirits, they are
brothers to man, and also to Jesus, and sons and daughters
of God in the same sense that we are" (p. 241). Orson
Hyde contributed: "Remember that God our heavenly
Father was perhaps once a child, and mortal like we are, and
rose step by step in the scale of progress, in the school of
advancement; has moved forward and overcome until he has
arrived at the point where he now is" (Journal of Discourses,
Vol. I, p. 123).
These quotations are sufficient to prove that the God of
the Mormons is not the God of the Bible. There is no
teaching in Mormonism of that Holy One who dwells on
High, and yet will dwell with him that is of a contrite heart,
who receives His Son as Saviour; there is no teaching of a
God of love who gave His Son for our salvation; there is no
teaching of a God who is a Spirit, "infinite, eternal, and un
changeable in His Being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice,
goodness and truth." There is no conception of a God "in
whom is no darkness at all" (I John 1:5); of God who "is
light" (I John 1:5); of God who is righteous and just and
loving, who is worthy to be worshipped and adored; the
God of whom Jesus said: "He that hath seen Me hath seen
the Father" (John 14:9).
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MORMONISM

AND

THE

LORD

JESUS

CHRIST

Nowhere in Mormonism can one find more blasphemous
statements than those relating to the Lord Jesus Christ. As
God the Father is brought down to the level of man, so the
Saviour is reduced to the status of an earthly father with
children, not of one wife, but of several; and made a poly
gamist!
Orson Hyde, one of the top Mormon theologians, wrote
as follows in his Journal of Discourses:
"Have you ever read your Bibles? I must confess I have
not read it for some time. . . . I believe I will read it for
your accommodation, or you might not believe my words
were I to say that there is indeed such a Scripture. We will
turn over to the account of the marriage in Cana in Galilee.
" 'And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of
Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there; and both Jesus
was called, and his disciples, to the marriage.'
"Gentlemen, that is as plain as the translators, or dif
ferent councils over this Scripture, dare allow it to go to the
world, but the thing is there; it is told, Jesus was the Bride
groom at the marriage of Cana of Galilee, and He told them
what to do.
"If at the marriage of Cana of Galilee Jesus was the
bridegroom and took unto Him, Mary, Martha, and the
other Mary, it shocks not our nerves. If there was not at
tachment and familiarity between our Saviour and these
women, highly proper only in the relation of husband and
wife, then we have no sense of propriety.
"I shall say here, that before the Saviour died, He
looked upon His own natural children, as we look upon
ours; he saw his seed, and immediately afterwards was cut
off from the earth; but who shall declare his generation?
They have no father to hold them in honorable remem
brance; they passed into the shades of obscurity, never to be
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exposed to mortal eye as the seed of the blessed one" (Vol.
II, pp. 80-81) .
"We say it was Jesus Christ who was married, whereby
He could see His seed before He was crucified. I shall say
here that before the Saviour died He looked upon His own
natural children as we look upon ours. When Mary came
to the sepulchre, she saw two angels and she said unto them,
'They have taken away my Lord (or husband).'" (p. 210).
By such poisonous and slanderous teachings the deity of
Christ is denied as well as His sinlessness. As a polygamous
man, He would require a Saviour himself.
Talmage corroborates this view of Hyde's: "Jesus Christ is
not the father of the spirits who have been taken or yet shall
take bodies upon this earth, for He is one of them"; and
Brigham Young adds that Christ had a natural birth in com
mon with all men: "When the virgin Mary conceived the
child Jesus, the Father had begotten Him in His own like
ness. He was not begotten by the Holy Ghost. And who
was the Father? He was the first of the human family . . .
Jesus is our Elder Brother, was begotten in the flesh by the
same character that was in the Garden of Eden, and who is
our Father in heaven" (Vol. 1, pp. 50-51, Journal of Dis
courses).
This is the degree to which the Adam-god doctrine leads
the Mormon. Our Bible teaches us that "God is a Spirit,
and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and
in truth" (John 4:24); that "God is not a man, that He
should lie; neither the son of man, that He should repent"
(Num. 23:19). He speaks plainly: "I am God, and not man"
(Hosea 11:9). Jesus said of Himself: "He that hath seen
Me hath seen the Father" (John 14:9) "He that honoureth
not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him"
(John 5:23). The Scriptures abound in descriptions of the
holiness of God, Jesus Himself addressing Him as "Holy
Father." And of the Saviour Himself we read in Hebrews

7:26: "For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harm
less, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than
the heavens."
MORMON TEACHING

REGARDING

THE

HOLY SPIRIT

One shrinks to relate the degrading teachings of Mor
monism, not only with regard to the Holy Father and the
Holy Son, but also the Holy Spirit.
Parley P. Pratt wrote: "Jesus Christ, a little babe like
all the rest of us have been, grew to be a man, was filled with
a divine substance or fluid, called the Holy Spirit, by which
He comprehended and spake the truth in power and authority, and by which He controlled the elements and imparted
health and life to those who were prepared to partake of
the same" (Key to Theology, Fifth Edition, p. 38).
Orson Pratt had this to say: "I am inclined to think,
from some things in the revelations, that there is such a
personal being as a personal Holy Ghost, but it is not set
forth as a positive fact, and the Lord has never given me any
revelation upon the subject, and consequently I cannot make
up my mind one way or the other" (Journal of Discourses,
Vol. II).
The Word of God was not consulted in formulating the
doctrines of the Mormon Church, so that no truth may be
obtained from the writings of its leaders upon anything. One
chapter alone-John 15-would have given all the light re
quired to reveal that the blessed Holy Spirit is a Person, a
loving, faithful, holy Paraclete who convicts the world of
sin, righteousness, and judgment to come.
In The Mormon Priesthood the following directions for
securing the Holy Spirit's power are given: "There is a set
mode by which this great gift is conferred upon mankind ...
the laying on of hands by men who have themselves received
it, and have been called of God, and ordained to administer
it." Note the neuter gender in referring to the personal
Holy Spirit.

THE

MORMON

WAY

OF

SALVATION

While on one hand the Mormons claim that they fol
low the teachings of the Word of God, at the same time they
unequivocally deny the Bible plan of salvation through faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ.
John A. Widtsoe wrote: "What is salvation? It is the
condition that results when a person is in harmony with
truth. Man may ever be on the way to salvation but in its
fulness salvation is the eternal goal. The law of salvation,
as of all life, is eternal progression. One must grow daily
and forever in righteousness and good works. Those who
are in a state of salvation are in a constant state of progres
sion. Those who are static or who retrograde are 'the lost.'
Even for the latter, the tender mercy of God provides a fit
ting place in his kingdom, and the opportunity of continu
ous repentance. Whoever has placed himself by obedience
to divine law beyond the power of evil, to that extent he is
saved."
Mormonism is a system of salvation by works from start
to finish. In A Compendium by Apostle F. D. Richards and
Elder J. A. Little we read: "Redemption from personal sins
can only be obtained through obedience to the requirements
of the Gospel, and a life of good works"; and Elder E. F. Parry,
in The Scrap Book, thus defined the Gospel: "The Gospel
of Jesus Christ is called the plan of salvation. It is a system
of rules by complying with which salvation may be obtained."

In direct denial of this teaching, the Bible declares "All
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isa. 64:6); "Not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
His mercy He saved us" (Titus 3:5); "For by grace are ye
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast" (Ephes
ians 2:8, 9).

Remission of sins by water baptism is a chief tenet of
Mormonism. They claim that no one can be saved without
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it and so those who have died without baptism can be saved
only if someone is baptized for them-by proxy. Mormons
"work for the dead" by compiling endless genealogies of an
cestors and notables and being baptized for them. One
Mormon confided to Mr. Gordon Fraser that he had been
baptized 5,000 times for the dead! As the Mormons insist
that their temples will last throughout the millennium, they
expect to do a "land office business" of baptizing for the dead
those who had no opportunity to become Mormons in this
life.
In Priesthood and Church Government, published by
the Deseret News Press of Salt Lake City in 1939, appears
this statement: "Every man that has been baptized and be
longs to the kingdom has a right to be baptized for those
who have gone before, as soon as the law of the Gospel is
obeyed here by their friends who act as proxy for them, the
Lord has administrators there to set them free" (p. 354).
Eldin Ricks wrote that "baptism is a necessary require
ment for entrance into the kingdom of heaven." (1944)
The Word of God teaches the very opposite of this.
There is no change in one's spiritual state when he dies. If
saved, "We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be
absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord," Paul
wrote (2 Cor. 5:8). And as for the ones who reject Christ:
"And as it is appointed unto man once to die, and after
this the judgment" (Heb. 9:27).
The Bible does not teach that baptism is essential for
salvation. It is but the "outward form of the inward work"
that the Lord has accomplished in the hearts of those who
have received Christ.
"To Him [Christ] give all the prophets witness, that
through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
remission of sins" (Acts 10:43).
Remission for sins is possible only through faith in the
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shed blood of the Lamb of God. "Without shedding of
blood is no remission" (Hebrews 9:22).
Talmage, in Articles of Faith, makes it clear that the
Bible way of salvation does not form a part of the Mormon
creed: "The sectarian doctrine of justification by faith alone
has exercised an influence for evil since the early days of
Christianity" (p. 120). And in his blunt speech Brigham
Young declares: "Will all the people be damned who are
not Latter-day Saints? Yes, and a great many of them ex
cept they repent speedily." (Journal of Discourses, Vol. I,

p. 339).
The brotherhood of man and Fatherhood of God are
part and parcel of the Mormon doctrine. Said Widtsoe,
"Gods, angels and men are of one species, one race, one great
family, widely diffused among the planetary systems, as colon
ies, kingdoms, nations, etc." (Universal Salvation, Centen
nial Series, No. 11).
Mormonism rejects the Scriptural teaching of an ever
lasting place of torment for the rejectors of Christ.
In Articles of Faith, Talmage declared: "The false doc
trine that punishment to be visited upon erring souls is end
less, that every sentence for sin is of interminable duration,
must be regarded as one of the most pernicious results of mis
apprehension of Scripture. It is but a dogma of unauthor
ized and erring sects, at once unscriptural, unreasonable, and
revolting to one who loves mercy and honors justice" (1941
Ed. p. 61). Widtsoe in writing of Smith said of the "proph
et": "Joseph Smith denounced the doctrine of a burning
hell" (The Divine Mission of Joseph Smith, p. 15).
Since practically all of the teaching concerning hell in
the New Testament came from the lips of the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself, it is He whom they are accusing of being
without mercy, the One who loved us without measure and
who laid down His life for sinners. No one will enter hell
without by-passing the cross.

But of those Christ declared: "And these [the unsaved]
shall go away into everlasting punishment; but the righteous
[the saved] into life eternal" (Matt. 25:46). The Lord
describes hell as that place where "Their worm dieth not,
and the fire is not quenched" (Mark 9:44) . "And whosoever
was not found written in the book of life was cast into the
lake of fire" (Rev. 20:15).
Although they deny hell, yet when it comes to dealing
with the Gentiles, by which term they designate all others
than Mormons, hell readily comes into their speech: "Any
person who shall be so wicked as to receive a holy ordinance
of the Gospel from the ministers of these apostate Churches
will be sent down to hell with them unless he repents of
the unholy and impious act" (The Seer, Vols. 1 and 2, p. 255) .
Of resurrection the Mormon Articles of Faith have this
to say: "The statement that the heathen dead will have
place in the first resurrection is sustained by the word of
scripture, and by a consideration of the principles of true
justice according to which humanity is to be judged. Man
will be accounted blameless or guilty, according to his deeds
as interpreted in the light of the law under which he is re
quired to live . . . it is reasonable to believe that the plan
of redemption will afford such benighted one an opportunity
of learning the laws of God; and surely, as fast as they so
learn, will obedience be required on pain of the penalty"
(Talmage, p. 404) .
Pratt in his Key to Theology added: "Every man who
is eventually made perfect, raised from the dead, and filled
or quickened with a fullness of celestial glory, will become
like them [the Father and Son] in every respect, physically
and in intellect, attributes and powers" (p. 32) .
ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF MAN ACCORDING TO MORMONISM

The Mormons believe that men are the natural children
of God, brought into being to provide bodies for pre-existent
spirits. Souls are to be mated for eternity. Adam was sealed
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to Eve but when she fell into sin, Adam was at a loss to ful
fill his destiny to multiply and replenish the earth. So he
deliberately sinned that he might share with Eve in the ex
pulsion from the Garden. Hence the Mormon saying:
"Adam fell that man might be."
The Mormon view of man is explained by Widtsoe:
"He [man] existed before he came to earth; he was with
God in the beginning; he accepted the opportunity provided
by his father to come on earth to be tried, refined and edu
cated; he lives on earth under laws and regulations and
authority of the Lord: he shall die, but in time he shall re
gain his body, and because of his righteous endeavors shall
go on forever into eternal, active, progressive exaltation.
Man's destiny is divine. Life on earth is but a chapter in
an eternal journey. Man is an eternal being. He also is
'from everlasting to everlasting.' In this manner of thinking,
salvation acquires a definite meaning. Whoever is in process
of development or progression is in the process of salvation.
Increasing knowledge, used in conformity with the plan of
the Lord, becomes power to remove all obstacles to progress.
In the words of Joseph Smith, to be saved is to be placed
'beyond the power of evil.' "
The Bible teaches no such nonsense as that man existed
before God created him so that this teaching, in common
with all Mormon doctrine, completely contradicts the Word
of God. We read in Genesis 1:27: "So God created man
in His own image, in the image of God created He him,
male and female created He them."
MORMONISM AND MARRIAGE

In the realm of love and marriage, Mormonism is cor
rupt beyond description, as the lives of the "Founding Fathers" have given evidence. Mormonism has dragged down
the holy institution of marriage, first ordained by God
Himself when He declared to our first parents: "There-
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fore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife; and they shall be one flesh,"
into the filthy gutter of "spiritual wifery" and "celestial"
marriage. Paganism in the most benighted land on earth
cannot be worse than the basic Mormon sex deification. The
"revelations" of the evil Joseph Smith, corroborated by the
wicked Brigham Young, dared to claim that God was glor
ified by plural marriage and a Mormon's status in heaven
enhanced as his harem increased.
In Articles of Faith, we read: "In the case of man marry
ing a wife in the everlasting covenant who dies while he
continues in the flesh and marries another by the same di
vine law, each wife will come forth in her order and enter
with him into his glory. Is there any reason why this should
not be so? Is not each of these wives entitled to her posi
tion in eternity, by virtue of the sealing power which made
her part of the man? Why should one enter into the ex
altation of the celestial world and the other be relegated
to singleness and servitude? They all become one in the
patriarchal order of family government. And if this be the
case in heaven, why should not similar conditions as far as
possible exist on earth? Is earth holier than heaven? If
there were no law of the land against it and a man received
from the Lord more wives than one under the sealing ordi
nances, where would be the moral wrong? ... Herein is our
Eternal Father glorified and His dominions extended" (p. 66).
THE INFAMOUS "SECTION 132"
As the central teaching of Mormonism is the Adam-god,
celestial, plural-marriage doctrine, it is not possible to under
stand it without referring to the infamous Section 132 of
Doctrines and Covenants, the official publication of the
Church. This section occurs only in the Salt Lake Version.
While undoubtedly written by Joseph Smith, the Missouri
Mormons reject this supposed revelation by "the prophet,"
claiming that Smith did not write it.
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The heading reads as follows: "Revelation given through
Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Nauvoo, Illinois, recorded
July 12, 1843, relating to the new and everlasting covenant,
including the eternity of the marriage covenant, as also
plurality of wives." This is the first sentence of a long
introduction.
These blasphemous words are put into the mouth of the
Lord: "Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you my servant
Joseph, that inasmuch as you have inquired of my hand to
know and understand wherein I, the Lord, justified my
servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as also Moses, David
and Solomon, my servants, as touching the principle and
doctrine of their having many wives and concubines "Behold, and lo, I am the Lord thy God, and will an
swer thee as touching this matter. . . . For behold, I reveal
unto you a new and an everlasting covenant; and if ye abide
not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject
this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory" (vv.
1, 2 and 4) . Following this is a statement, also put into the
mouth of the Lord, to the effect that all covenants, oaths, etc.,
must come through the "medium of mine anointed, whom I
have appointed on the earth to hold this power (and I have
appointed unto my servant Joseph to hold this power in the
last days, and there is never but one on the earth at a time
on whom this power and the keys of this priesthood are con
ferred) " (v. 7) .
After thus settling the matter of whose word is to be
obeyed (his, of course) Joseph proceeds with the instructions
regarding polygamy, celestial marriage, and the godhood of
men. Those who believe that the Mormon Church is a
Christian church should secure without delay a copy of the
Salt Lake City version of Doctrine and Covenants, and set
themselves straight on this matter. Nothing could be more
remote from Christianity than this heathen teaching of
Section 132.

-42-

We quote verses 19 and 20 as a sample of what is con
tained therein: "And, again, verily I say unto you, if a man
marry a wife by my word, which is my law, and by the new
and everlasting covenant, and it is sealed unto them by the
Holy Spirit of promise, by him who is anointed, unto whom
I have appointed this power and the keys of this priesthood;
and it shall be said unto them-Ye shall come forth in the
first resurrection; and if it be after the first resurrection, in
the next resurrection; and shall inherit thrones, kingdoms,
principalities, and powers, dominions, all heights and depths
-then shall it be written in the Lamb's Book of Life, that he
shall commit no murder whereby to shed innocent blood,
and if ye abide in my covenant, and commit no murder
whereby to shed innocent blood, it shall be done unto them in
all things whatsoever my servant hath put upon them, in time,
and through all eternity; and shall be of full force when they
are out of the world; and they shall pass by the angels, and
the gods, which are set there, to their exaltation and glory
in all things, as hath been sealed upon their heads, which
glory shall be a fulness and a continuation of the seeds for
ever and ever.
"Then shall they be gods, because they have no end;
therefore shall they be from everlasting to everlasting, be
cause they continue; then shall they be above all, because all
things are subject unto them. Then shall they be gods, be
cause they have all power, and the angels are subject unto
them."
What this "exaltation" is becomes clearer as one contin
ues with this dreadful document. Smith explains that the
wives and concubines enter into the picture. We read in
verse 37: "Abraham received concubines, and they bore him
children; and it was accounted unto him for righteousness,
because they were given unto him, and he abode in my law;
as Isaac also and Jacob did none other things than that which
they were commanded; and because they did none other
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things than that which they were commanded, they have en
tered into their exaltation, according to the promises, and
sit upon thrones, and are not angels, but are gods."
He states that David did not sin except in the case of
Bathsheba, and that all of his wives and concubines were
given to him by Nathan the prophet. Scriptures are twisted
and made to apply to this gross subject; and in verse 45 the
Lord is again made to say that upon Joseph "the keys and
the power of the priesthood" are conferred; and in verse 47
to state that "whomsoever you bless I will bless, and whom
soever you curse I will curse ... for I the Lord, am thy God."
Naturally, Emma Smith, Joseph's unhappy first wife, did
not take kindly to sharing her husband's affections and life
with other women and so in this section of the Mormon
Doctrine and Covenants Joseph claims a "revelation" partic
ularly for her. These words, too, are put into the mouth of
the Lord. We read in verse 52: "And let mine handmaid,
Emma Smith, receive all those that have been given unto my
servant Joseph, and who are virtuous and pure before me .
. . ." and in verse 54: "And I command mine handmaid,
Emma Smith, to abide and cleave unto my servant Joseph,
and to none else. But if she will not abide this command
ment she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord; for I am the
Lord thy God, and will destroy her if she abide not in my
law." It is not surprising that the Lord permitted this man
to be destroyed as he was ... when one considers the mur
derous heart that he had. This "revelation" concerning his
own lawful wife shows very plainly the kind of character
he really was.
Verses 61, 62 and 66 of Section 132 read as follows:
"And again, as pertaining to the law of the priesthood
if any man espouse a virgin, and dare to espouse another,
and the first give her consent, and if he espouse the second,
and they are virgins, and have vowed to no other man, then
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is he justified; he cannot commit adultery for they are given
unto him; for he cannot commit adultery with that that belongs to him and no one else. And if he have ten virgins
given unto him by this law, he cannot commit adultery for
they belong unto him, and they are given unto him; thereby
is he justified.... And now, as pertaining to this law, verily,
verily, I say unto you, I will reveal more unto you hereafter;
therefore, let this suffice for the present; Behold, I am Alpha
and Omega, Amen."
It is almost unbelievable that Mormons of this present
day, so eager to be considered "Christian" and to have the
blessing of evangelicals, should still retain this obnoxious
Section 132 in their official book of doctrine. It proves with
out question that abhorrent teaching of "spiritual wifery" is
still a basic tenet of Mormonism. Apparently present-day
Mormons agree with Orson Pratt who said of this Section
132: "This revelation then makes it a matter of conscience
among all Latter-day Saints; and they embrace it as a part
and portion of their religion, and verily believe they cannot
be saved and reject it" (The Seer, Vol. I, p. 13).
Elder Charles Penrose corroborated this teaching: "The
Mormons claim plural marriage as an essential part of their
religious faith, and maintain that it is practiced under the
direct command of deity. If we should take steps to destroy
any part of our divinely revealed creed, we should hold our
selves up to the world as liars and hypocrites, or to the being
whom we worship as defiant apostates" (Quoted in the Salt
Lake Tribune of August 15, 1909, given by Penrose at Ogden,
Utah, Dec. 12, 1875) .
In Millennial Star, Elder John Jacques agreed: "Wher
ever the gospel is now proclaimed in its fulness, this system
of plurality of wives must also be taught to the people; and,
when taught, must be obeyed by them as circumstances may
justify, or they are under condemnation" (Vol. 15, p. 136).
There is not much comment needed with regard to this
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revelation of the very heart of Mormonism. That one could
not be a born-again Christian and remain in this system after
a knowledge of the basic, Scripture-denying doctrines is clear.
Mormonism at the present time has many faces and one of
its most appealing is its social work. The Mormons take
good care of their own. Their teachings, whether practiced
by the Mormons or not, against liquor and tobacco are com
mendable. Their employment of every person in the church
in some kind of service is excellent. Their system of sending
out "missionaries" and thus training all of their young men
to be leaders in the church is without a parallel.
However, the motive that prompts the "good works" is
the belief that merit for personal salvation must be accumu
lated thereby. And the "message" is not that of God's grace
-it is not John 3:16-it is not "the gospel of Christ ... the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth"
(Rom. 1:16).
May those of us who know Jesus Christ as Lord and
Saviour preach the way of salvation by faith through grace
to the Mormons in our midst as well as to those who sit in
the darkness and shadow of death in lands beyond the sea.
For they are as surely lost as the most benighted pagan in
the heart of Africa.
Bible-believing people agree that the Bible-both Old
and New Testaments - has not one word of approval for
plural marriage. We read: "Neither shall he multiply
wives unto himself" (Deut. 17:17); "A bishop then must be
blameless, the husband of one wife (not wives) " (I Tim.
3:12);
"And Christ said, For this cause shall a man leave
father and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
twain shall be one flesh . Wherefore they are no more twain,
but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together,
let no man put asunder" (Matt. 19:5-6).
What more should be said concerning this American
paganism, called by many writers, "The Islam of America"?
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The secret temple services, the oath, the covenants, the þÿ�s�e�a�l�
ings, defined "as necessary for the administration of ordi
nances pertaining to the salvation of the dead, and in certain
ordinances for the living" (Talmage 1941 Articles of Faith)
are among their "unfruitful works of darkness." The con
stant proselytization of the churches, the attractions offered
young people in "singing, with music, with dancing and with
a prayer of praise and thanksgiving" (Doctrines and Cove
nants 136:28), the great volume of literature pouring from
their presses, the ample funds supplied through faithful
tithes, the aggressive missionaries-are a combination that is
making serious inroads into the entire religious field. How
shall we meet it? By prayer, by personal soul-winning, by
uncovering this American paganism in God's light!
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